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Site: CHAT Year: 2007

Vi si on St at enent

Chat t ahoochee River National Recreation Area will raise the profile of the National
Park Service as the | eadi ng conservation agency in the Atlanta nmetropolitan area. As
the steward of a 48-nmile stretch of the Chattahoochee River and over 6,000 acres of

| and al ong the river corridor, the park not only protects the primary source of
drinking water for metro Atlanta but also provides a critical refuge for the area’'s
natural and cultural resources, which are being rapidly displaced by unprecedented
urban growmth. Even as Atlanta continues to expand, the park will expand its |eadership
role in preserving green space and protecting the Chattahoochee watershed while
provi di ng enhanced recreational and educational opportunities to a |large and diverse

ur ban popul ati on.

In anticipation of the centennial anniversary of the National Park Service, the
Chat t ahoochee River National Recreation Area will work with a wide range of county,
city, non-profit and private partners to fully develop the Chattahoochee G eenway, a

pl anned network of integrated trails that will span the entire 48-nmile river corridor
The park will also acquire additional parcels of land within its recently expanded
boundary to preserve critical green space and make uni que cultural resources, including
hi storic Hyde Farm avail able for public education prograns. Mst inportantly, the
park will tap into a growi ng network of partners, volunteers and civic associations to
i ncrease public awareness of the Chattahoochee River’'s inmportance to the netro area’s
hi story, ecology and future sustainability.

Par k/ Superi ntendent/ Program Manager
Chuck Bar at




Site:

CHAT STEWARDSHI P

Assure that no conmpelling chapter in the Anerican heritage experience renains
untold and that strategically inportant |andscapes are acquired, as authorized by
Congr ess.

Site:

O her Park/ Program perfornmance goal (s)

Chat t ahoochee River NRA plans to partner with the Trust for Public Land to
pur chase historic Hyde Farm and preserve an inportant piece of local history
as well as critical green space. Because the farmwas operational until three
years ago, the conplex remains well-preserved and would be a major visitor
attraction as a living history site. Aquisition of the farmwould reinforce
the | eadership role the NPS has assuned for environmental stewardship within
the metro Atlanta area. It would al so secure a new venue for recreational and
educational opportunities that could be devel oped in partnership with | oca
government and non-profit groups, including Cobb County and the Friends of
Hyde Farm Both the county and friends group have intiated fundraising
activities to support operation and nmaintenance of the farmas a visitor
attraction.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

CHAT STEWARDSHI P

Encourage children to be future conservationists.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Chat t ahoochee River NRA will partner with the Chattahoochee Nature Center, a
non-profit conservation and educati on foundation, to construct and operate a
Di scovery Center for hosting educational prograns and events. The Di scovery

Center will provide a state-of-the-art venue for park and Nature Center staff
to present prograns on the area's natural history. The Center offer expanded
opportunities for hands-on | earning and teaching and will strengthen the

current partnership between the park and Nature Center. The Nature Center is
currently raising funds for the new facility and hopes to conplete

fundrai sing by FY 2009.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS




Site: CHAT ENVI RONVENT

Engage partners, communities, and visitors in shared environnental stewardship.

Site:

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Chat t ahoochee River National Recreation Area will engage existing partners,
such as the Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper and Trout Unlimted, as well as
emergent partners, including the new city of Sandy Spring, to devel op
comuni ty- based vol unteer prograns focused on water quality nmonitoring, trail
mai nt enance, and river cleanliness. Wth the growh of the regional

popul ati on, comunities and park visitors are eager to work with the NPS to
ensure the Chattahoochee remains a viable source of drinking water and an

enj oyabl e recreational resource.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

CHAT RECREATI ON

Encourage col | aboration anong and assi st park and recreation systens at every
| evel federal, regional, state, |local—+to help build an outdoor recreation network
accessible to all Anericans.

Rehabilitate over 2,000 mles of trails within or connected to national
parks, including trails accessible to those with disabilities.

Chat t ahoochee Ri ver NRA and nunerous public and private partners, including
Forsyth, Gwmi nnett, Fulton and Cobb counties and the cities of Duluth, Sandy
Spring, Roswell and Atlanta, will achieve a standard of excellence in
cooper ative urban park planning and devel opnent through the conpletion of the
Chat t ahoochee Greenway, an integrated trail systemthat will extend 48 miles
al ong the Chattahoochee River. The trail systemw || provide recreation and
alternative transportati on opportunities to the region's grow ng popul ati on.
By i ncorporating standardized trail design with |ocalized financing and

mai nt enance responsibilities, the Greenway will foster a sense of shared

st ewar dshi p and appreciation for the Chattahoochee corridor. For many of the
partner organizations, the river corridor presents the best renaining
opportunity to preserve inportant greenspace and provide residents with a
refuge fromurban |ife. Coordinated planning and budgeting for the project is
on-goi ng, with sone sections already conplete.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site: CHAT RECREATI ON

Focus national, regional, and local tourismefforts to reach diverse audi ences
and young people and to attract visitors to |esser-known parks.

I ncrease the nunber of visitors that attend ranger-facilitated prograns such
as canpfire tal ks, hikes, and school prograns.

Chatt ahoochee River National Recreation Area will increase the nunber of
contacts through facilitated prograns through a partnership with the
Chat t ahoochee Nature Center, which is planning construction of a new

Di scovery Center. The Center will provide an attractive, state-of-the-art
venue for educational programs involving NPS staff and volunteers. In
addition, the park plans to open a shared visitor center with the new city of
Sandy Spring, which will attract new visitors to the park prograns

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Site: CHAT EDUCATI ON

Pronmote life-long learning to connect generations through park experiences.

Enroll an additional two mllion children in the Junior Ranger program

Chat t ahoochee River National Recreation Area will utilize an innovative
partnership with the city of Sandy Spring to nake Juni or Ranger bookl ets
avai | abl e through the city's current visitor information center. This effort
wi || be expanded when the park and Sandy Spring open a joint visitor center.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S



Site: CHAT PROFESSI ONALI SM

Model what it means to work in partnership.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Chat t ahoochee River National Recreation Area will tap into a grow ng network
of partners and volunteers to position the National Park Service as a | eading
advocate for conservation in the netro Atlanta area. First and forenost,
conpl etion of the Chattahoochee Greenway will require a coordinated effort
among multiple city, county, non-profit private groups. Wth the Nationa
Park Service as the | eader of the effort to coordi nate conpletion of the
trail, all parties will benefit fromthe interconnectivity. In addition, the
park will support the effort of its prinmary educational partner, the
Chat t ahoochee Nature Center, to construct and operate the new Di scovery
Center educational facility. Finally, the park will partner with the Trust
for Public Land, Cobb County and the Friends of Hyde Farmto acconplish an
anmbi tious plan to purchase the farmand maintain it as a living history site.
None of the groups involved in the effort can acconplish this goal without

t he assi stance of others, but a strong partnership effort will bring great
rewards to the public.

[:} The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



